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Student/Parent Orientation 
 

    Full-time students for the Career Center High School participated in orientation 
on August 8-10 at Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute.  The 
agenda included teamwork activities provided by Mr. Bucky Throneburg, owner of 
Teambuilding Wizard.  In one activity, the students enjoyed  assisting one another 
in reaching the basketball “goal.”  This was one of many team-building activities 
that the students en-
joyed, with the main em-
phasis being that as a 
team, they can accom-
plish much more.   
     Other features of the 
orientation included tak-
ing the College Place-
ment Test, the Accu-
placer.  Students partici-
pated in a review session 
and were able to obtain 

assistance from English and math teachers.   
     Since all students are involved in college classes, Mrs. 
Teresa Williams, Student Transition Coordinator, and Ms. 
Debbie Kincaid, Principal, provided college information to 
the students—what it means to be starting a college tran-
script, the difference between a one college credit class and a three college credit class, expectations of college 

instructors, attendance policies in college classes, etc.   
     The student orientation ended on Thursday, August 
10th with a fun trip to Bo’s Family Entertainment Center.  
The students enjoyed bowling and playing the video 
games. 
     Parents then joined their students for a dinner and par-
ent orientation at the CCC&TI gym.  Caldwell County 
Schools Superintendent, Dr. Steve Stone, welcomed the 
students and parents to the meeting.  School Board mem-
ber Mrs. Dottie Darsie also gave words of welcome and 
introduced other board members in attendance—Mr. Mike 
LaBrose and Mr. Tim Hawkins.  Mrs. Deborah Ashley, 
President of the Caldwell County Chamber of Commerce, 
brought greetings from business and industry. CCC&TI 
representatives included Dr. David Shockley, Vice-
President; Mr. Walter Bartlett, Vice-President of Technical 

Programs; and Mrs. Alice Whisnant, Vice-President of Facilities.  
     Ms. Kincaid shared particular features about the new Career Center High School with parents.  Mrs. Williams 
shared details about the Washington trip, which will be in March of 2007.  Students and parents toured the class-
rooms and met with their Career-Technical Education instructors as well as their advisors.  Each family had a family 
portrait taken by Mr. Stan Vines, Electrical Technology Instructor.  The evening ended with a Parent Advisory meet-



Parent Group Meets for  
the First Time! 

 
     A group of Career Center High School parents met 
for the first time on Friday, September 15th to organize 
the first parent organization.  Mrs. Crystal Swanson was 
the coordinator of this event.  The parents discussed 
the following items: 
 

∗ The parent organization name will be voted on at 
the next meeting. 

∗ The BBQ fundraiser will be held on October 20th. 
∗ Officers will be elected at the next meeting. 
∗ Parents will serve as proctors for EOCs. 
∗ Parents will secure mentors for students in the 

three different areas—Construction, Health, and 
Information Technology. 

∗ Parents will secure business partners for CCHS. 
 

    The next meeting with be on October 3rd at 7:00 
p.m. in J246.  All Career Center High School parents 
and guardians are invited.   

Students Get Their First Taste of  
College Classes! 

 
     Career Center High School students are now in the main thrust of their first 
college classes.  Students are taking classes from an impressive slate:  CIS 

110—Computer Concepts, ACA 111—College Student Success, BUS 125—Personal Finance, MAT 171—
Precalculus Algebra, MUS 110—Music Appreciation, MUS 113—American Music, MED 121—Medical Terminology 
I, WEB 110—Introduction to the Internet, WEB 111—Web Graphics, and PSY 150—General Psychology.   
     CCC&TI started classes on Monday, August 21st, so many of these students have been in their college classes 
for more than a month.  Along with these courses, which required “creative” high school scheduling, students are 
completing their Career-Technical Education courses, along with English III, US History, and Algebra II or Geome-
try.  While all students are taking a minimum of three semester hours this semester, some students are taking as 
many as sixteen semester hours.   
     Not only are they getting a taste of college academia, they have also participated in other college activities just 
like all other regular college students.  They have their own CCC&TI college ID, they are using the LRC—Learning 
Resource Center as their media center, they have attended the Wise-Up workshops offered by the various depart-
ments at the college, and have participated in Blackboard Training.  Many students have journeyed through the 
walking trail as they recited CTE content along the way. 
     A special thank you to CCC&TI personnel for working so closely with CCHS personnel in getting the college 
classes scheduled.      
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Personal Education Plans 
 

     Meetings for Personal Education Plans have been 
set for most of the full-time Career Center High School 
students.  Please make every effort to attend this with 
your student.  Items to be discussed at these meetings 
include: 
⇒ Student’s specific career goal 
⇒ Student’s progress in current classes (progress  

reports) 
⇒ Accuplacer results 
⇒ Possible college courses for Spring semester 
⇒ Important Dates 
⇒ Post-secondary plans 
⇒ SAT information 
⇒ Extra-curricular activities 
     Advisors have been contacting parents to set the 
meeting date.  Please contact the school at 
828.759.4640 if you do not have an appointment yet.  
We look forward to meeting with you!   

Bar-B-Q Fundraiser  
 

Friday, October 20th 
11:00-1:00 

Career Center High School 
                             Take-out only 

Includes:  Bar-B-Q, slaw, beans, chips and roll for $6 
 

Please call 828.759.4640 to place your order! 
Thank you for your support!  These funds will be used 
for Career Center High School students participating  

in SkillsUSA state and national competitions. 

Visit CCHS’s website at  
http://cc.caldwellschools.com  

for the latest news! 

August/September  
Birthdays! 

Matthew C. 
Casey K. 
Preston I. 
Ethan W. 
Lag Y. 
Lewis F. 
Travis M. 
Mitch M. 
Charles P. 
Alvin L. 
Clifton S. 

August 7 
August 9 
August 14 
August 14 
August 14 
August 17 
August 21 
August 22 
August 24 
August 31 
August 31 

Torie B. 
Joshua G. 
Daniel S. 
Jimena B. 
Jonathan C. 
Paul M. 
Ryan H. 
Aaron V. 
Matthew W. 

Sept.. 1 
Sept..  6 
Sept.. 11 
Sept.. 19 
Sept.. 21 
Sept.. 23 
Sept.. 29 
Sept.. 30 
Sept.. 30 



      
 
 
 

     One young person is killed every five days in work-
related accidents. In order to help combat this alarming 
statistic, SkillsUSA has formed an alliance with Career 
Safe, a safety training program. The Career Safe pro-
gram offers 10 safety training modules designed to pro-
vide high school and college students with the funda-
mental safety information needed in the workplace. 
     Upon completion of this 10-module course, a student 
will receive a 10-Hour OSHA card demonstrating that 
the student has the fundamental safety knowledge 
needed in the workplace.  This program is currently  
being used in the Residential Construction, Electrical 
Technology, and Industrial Piping areas. 

Renovation Project 
 

     The Electrical Technology I class has wasted no 
time in getting started this year.  This class has been 
involved in assisting with a renovation project in Hud-
son.  The owner of the house gutted the whole house. 
The students have  removed all of the old existing 

electrical wiring and 
installed all new wiring.  
In addition, they have 
installed remote control 
dimmers, modern can 
lighting and wired a hot 
tub.  All other wiring for 
this structure has also 
been brought up to 
“Code.”   

     Matt K., Lewis F., Chris R., and Matt P. traveled to Kan-
sas City in June to participate in the 2005-2006 SkillsUSA 
National Conference. 
     The TeamWorks competition requires teams of four to 
build a joint project in two days, demonstrating their prepa-
ration for employment in residential construction. Team 
members must analyze a project drawing, write an  action 
plan and give a presentation (in which each team member 
is required to have an active part), and demonstrate their 
ability to work as a team performing skills in residential car-
pentry, plumbing, electricity and masonry. They are also 
judged on the cleanliness of the jobsite, the timeliness of 
completing the project, and proper ordering and keeping an 
inventory of tools and equipment. 
     Lewis F. and Matt K. served as the carpenter and ma-
son on the team.  They were students in Mr. Fox’s Resi-
dential Construction Technology class.  Matt P., who was a 
third-year student in Mr. Mike Swanson’s Industrial Piping 

Technology class, was the plumber on the team.  Chris R., who was a third-year student in Mr. Stan Vine’s Electri-
cal Technology class, was the electrician.  The students placed second in the national competition. 

                   SkillsUSA 2006-2007 
 
     The Career Center High School chapter of SkillsUSA had its first meeting, a cookout, on 
Friday, September 8th.  Mr. Jesse Fox welcomed the students to the first organizational 
meeting of the chapter.  He explained the benefits of joining this national organization 
including the leadership opportunities, the competitive events, and being able to meet other 

SkillsUSA members from all over the state of North Carolina and the United States when attending state and national 
conferences.   
     Mr. Tyler C., a student at CCC&TI and a 2006-2007 SkillsUSA member at the Career Center offered his 
impressions of being a student member of SkillsUSA.  Tyler attended the SkillsUSA National Leadership Conference 
in Kansas City this summer.  He competed in the Customer Service event. 
     Mr. Lewis F., a senior at the Career Center also spoke as a student advocate for SkillsUSA.  Lewis was a member 
of the TeamWorks team, which won second place in the national competition.  Both students certainly enjoyed their 
participation in SkillsUSA and encouraged all students to join.  The Career Center had a 100 percent participation 
rate from students last year.   
     Students enjoyed hamburgers and hotdogs, as well as an ice cream dessert.   
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TeamWorks Places Second at SkillsUSA National Competition! 

Matt K., Lewis F., Chris R., and Matt P. 
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Going On a Geocache Hunt! 
 

     Students in Mrs. Ramsey’s Information Technology class are exploring a new computer phenomenon called 
“geocaching.”  Students researched and discovered the basic rules, equipment needed, and then submitted a 
proposal to purchase GPS units. 
      Geocaching is like a treasure hunt where GPS tracking instruments are used to find 
hidden objects. The basic idea of geocaching is to have “caches”  set up all over the 
world and post coordinates on the Internet to find the cache where a wide variety of 
rewards are found. 
 The rules are very simple:   
           1. Take something from the cache     

2. Leave something in the cache  
3. Write about it in the logbook  

Caches can be simple or may consist of a waterproof plastic bucket. Items in a 
bucket cache could be: maps, books, software, hardware, CD's, videos, pictures, money, jewelry, tickets, antiques, 
tools, games, etc. These items turn the cache into a true treasure hunt. You never know what the founder or other 
visitors of the cache may have left there for you to enjoy.  
 Caches can be found in very interesting places such as on the side of a rocky cliff, under water, above or 
below ground, inside or outside of buildings!  Rich people who geocache have fun with their money by making 
lucrative caches, say a $100 bill - better than winning the lottery when you find it!   
 Students are eagerly awaiting the arrival of GPS units to go on a hunt!  We will share our exciting “treasure 
hunt” experiences in a future newsletter! 

History in the Making! 
 

     The first yearbook of the Career Cen-
ter High School is currently being 
planned.  Ms. Tonia Olson will be the 
advisor for the inaugural 2006-2007 
yearbook.  Students interested in being 
contributors:  writers, photographers, 
editors, sales, etc., met for the first time 
on Thursday, September 14th.  We look 
forward to the capturing of the first year 
of the Career Center High School stu-

dents  and their many activities in this yearbook. 

Additional Smart Technology 
Rooms Installed! 

 
     The second year Electrical Tech-
nology students of Mr. Stan Vines 
installed new smart technology de-
vices in the Career Center High 
School classrooms.  The Electrical 
Technology students installed the wiring, the ceiling 
projectors, and the TV systems with DVD components.  
They also set up the document cameras and the com-
puter systems in each classroom.   
     This type of technology allows more visual teaching 
techniques to be used during class time.  The 
installation of these systems by our students saved our 
school thousands of dollars of labor.  At the same time,  
the Electrical Technology students learned about 
different electrical installation situations and technology 
blueprints.  This type of applied learning is a trademark 
of the Career Center High School. 
     A special thank you to Mr. Vines and his students for 
assisting with this installation! 

Working Toward IC3 Certification! 
 

     Mrs. Pennell’s class has been working toward their national IC3 Certi-
fication.  The students must pass three exams in order to earn this na-
tional certification—Living Online, Computing Fundamentals, and Com-
puter Applications. 
     In the WEB 110 class, they have planned their ideal vacation using 
the Internet as their resource.  They have used various search methods 
for finding their information.  They are presenting their vacation plans 
through a PowerPoint.  Mr. Beane talked with the class on methods to 
use to make their presentations more interesting. 

 
 

REMINDER!! 
 

Washington Trip 
First Deposit of $50 

Due Monday, September 25th! 



Fourth Career Center House  
Under Construction! 

 

     The second-year students from the areas of Electrical Technol-
ogy, Industrial Piping, and Residential Construction have been hard 
at work on the annual Career Center house.  This house is located 
in the Deer Park subdivision behind Food Lion in Hudson.   
     Last year, these students designed the layout of the house using 
the software program, Punch Pro.  After several revisions, a blue-
print was com-
pleted and the lot 
for the 2006-2007 
Career  Center 
house was pur-

chased.  Before these students left for summer vacation, the lot had 
been cleared and the students began the foundation for the house.  
Even though the students have only worked on the house for three 
weeks, progress has been substantial. 
  This house has 1,600 square feet of heated space, a 24 x 28   
garage, and a basement with a future bonus room, bathroom, and 
other storage areas.  Instructors Jesse Fox, Mike Swanson, Stan 
Vines, and Mike Winn are overseeing this project.  Please stop by 
to see the house when you have a chance! 

Let’s Go Fly A Kite! 
 

     Ms. Carolyn Wengerd, Geometry teacher, brought protractor and 
ruler usage to life for Career Center High School students with an 
afternoon of building kites.  Students were given fabric and a blue-
print for a basic kite.  Then, they had to determine what other materi-
als to use to construct their kite.  Skewers, drinking straws, swizzle 
sticks, pipe cleaners, glue, tape, and string were some of the materi-
als provided that the students could choose.  Students were very 
creative in their kite structures, competing for the best flyer of the 
afternoon.   
     Students enjoyed a beau-
tiful afternoon, fresh air,   ex-
ercise, and a Geometry les-
son.  They also practiced 
their teamwork skills. 
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Kalib cuts his angles precisely. 

Daniel uses just the right materials 
for his kite structure.  The structure 
proved to be the key to successful 

kite making. 

Billy and Allen discuss their plans 
for making the high flyer of the   
afternoon.  It seemed to work! 

Mitch demonstrates his  
kite-flying skills. 
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911 Remembrance 
 

     Campus-Wide Remembrance of a Moment in History 
Monday, September 11, 2006 

9:30-9:50 am 
      
     The Diversity/Global Awareness Committee of Caldwell Community College sponsored a campus-wide 911   
remembrance at 9:30 exactly five years after this grave tragedy.  Many of the Career Center High School students 
participated in this event by sharing their feelings. 

9/11 
 

     Nine Eleven, a normal day back in 2001.  Everyone 
got up and dressed, ready for their jobs.  No one was 
aware of what was going to happen that day.  But it 
did, and it was inevitable. 
     Just think, a mother gets her children ready for 
school.  It’s just another day, nothing special.  We live 
in America, land of the free, what could go wrong?  
Everything.  She drops her son off at pre-school while 
her teenage daughter yells in the back, “Life’s not fair 
Mom, I never get what I want!”  She drops her daugh-
ter off and as she exits the car, she says, “I hate you 
Mom.”   
     The mom isn’t phased, the door is slammed, and 
she is on her way.  She arrives at the Twin Towers, 
where she is employed.  She goes to her office and 
begins to work. By 9:30, she’s gone.   
     Do we ever appreciate what we have?  As humans, 
will we ever know why this tragedy happened?  No, we 
won’t, but as a country, we must strive to stick to-
gether.  In the end, all that matters is how you lived 
your life and who you lived it for.  So, are you happy 
with how you’ve lived your life?  Make a stand, do it for 
your country’s good. 

~Allison R. 

9/11 Reflection 
 

     On September the 11th 2001, I was at school.  It 
was picture day and I was standing in line to get my 
picture taken.  The line extended out of a classroom 
and into the hallway.  As I came nearer to the class-
room, I saw that the television was on.  Then I saw 
what I thought was a horrifying “accident” of a plane 
crash into a building in NY City.  I was strangely mis-
taken. 

~Chris A. 

September 11th, 2001 
 

     It must have been a dream to them.  All those in 
New York on September 11th, 2001 must have all 
wished nothing more than to wake up.  On September 
12th, many probably held on to the hope that they 
would still wake up, while with the passing of night, the 
others slowly began to realize reality for what it was.  
The mountain of rubble that was once the glorious 
World Trade Centers must have seemed so large.  
How could it ever be cleaned up?  As everyone who 
was able rushed in to help, probably still not under-
standing anything but life.  Life was the most important 
thing.  If they had the gift of life, it was their job to help 
those whose lives were in question. 

~Tiffany B. 

Residential Construction News! 
 

     The Residential Construction students have partici-
pated in the Career Safe certifi-
cation program.  Before proceed-
ing to the construction lab, they 
had to master safety.   
     One of the first lessons in the 
lab consisted of studying all of 
the major tools used in the con-
struction industry.  The students 
had to name each tool and its 
major uses before actually using 
the tool.   
     Their first project was to build 
a storage shed for all of these 
tools.  The shed is now almost 
complete.   

Students Earn  
Career Safe Certification! 

 
     The following Construction stu-
dents have earned their Career 
Safe certification this semester: 

 

Max B. 
Matthew C. 
Lauren G. 

Billy M. 
Danyell R. 
Cody V. 

Dorothy A. 
Daniel S. 
Bonnie S. 

Dorothy and Bonnie practice their precision cutting competence with skills saws. 
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Caldwell County Schools AHERA  
Asbestos Management Plan  

Annual Notification 
 
     This notification is issued in accordance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) 40 
CFR Part 763.93.  The individual facility management plans of the Caldwell County School System are updated 
semi-annually by 6-month periodic surveillance inspections and tri-annually by 3-year reinspections. 
     The AHERA management plans for each facility may be reviewed at the Caldwell County Schools Administra-
tion Office located at 1914 Hickory Boulevard in Lenoir, or at each facility office. 
     For additional information, contact Tim Woods, Asbestos Designee, Maintenance Department, 214 Clark Drive,  
Lenoir, NC  28645, at 828.758.7342. 

Advisory—Feeling At Home 
 

     The Advisory is a new feature at the Career Center High School.  There are four advisories:  The Cheetos, the 
Raptors, the Shake and Bake, and the Icebreakers.  Advisory provides each student with at least one staff mem-
ber who has a thorough knowledge of that student’s strengths, weaknesses, needs, and personal growth.  Advi-
sory enables each student to have an adult advocate in the school.   
     The Advisor conferences with each student, checks student work, reminds students of upcoming academic  
obligations, and stays in contact with the parents.  They meet with other teachers about the student to make sure 
that the student is successful in the academic setting.    

Icebreakers 
Advisor:  Mrs. Tammy Spadaccini 

Shake and Bake 
Advisor:  Ms. Carolyn Wengerd 

Raptors 
Advisor:  Ms. Tonia Olson 

Cheetos 
Advisor:  Mr. Grayson Beane 



September  2006 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

17 18  
CCC&TI Monday Night 
at the Movies: 
WWII Toons @ 6:00 
pm  

19 
 

20 
 

  

21     Progress      
Reports/ Newsletters 

Distributed 
Josten’s class ring 

packets delivered to 
students 

22 
Fort Defiance 

Field Trip 
Personal Educa-
tion Plan (PEP) 
Meetings begin 

23 

24 25  Happy Birthday!! 
             Mr. Fox 
Washington Trip 
First Deposit Due 
$50 
CCC&TI Monday Night 
at the Movies: 
The Pianist @ 6:00 pm  

26  
Class ring 
orders will be 
taken 

 

27 
SkillsUSA 
Officers’ 
Meeting @ 
2:30 

 

28 29 
 

30 

October 2006 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3  
Construction 

Day! 
 

Parent’s  
Advisory  

Meeting at 
7:00, J246 

4    Happy  
    Birthday!! 

Max B. 
Ms. Wengerd 

5 
Alternate room for 
lunch 

6 
End of the second 
3-weeks grading 
period 
Junkyard Wars 

(Advisory   
Competition) 

7 

8 9 10 11 12 Student-led Confer-
encing—2:30-6:30 

Progress Reports/ 
Newsletters 
Distributed 

13 14 
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From the Principal’s Desk . . . 
 

     It is hard to believe that one month of school has already passed.  My hope is that your 
son/daughter has worked diligently and earned superior grades on his/her progress report.  
Please review the grades and attendance carefully and let us know if you have any ques-
tions or concerns at this point.  When a student has missed three or more days, we send a 
letter to their home address and the instructor makes a parental contact.  We are totally 

committed to keeping students in school so that they can be successful.  The curriculum that we teach at the Career 
Center is applied, mostly hands-on, therefore, good attendance is imperative for success. 
     This past summer, ten students from the Career Center participated in the SkillsUSA national conference.  The 
TeamWorks students earned second place in the nation.  We are very proud of our students. Please encourage 
your student to participate in club activities which builds leadership skills and character traits.  We currently have the 
clubs SkillsUSA, BETA, Quiz Bowl, Yearbook, and FCS (Fellowship of Christian Students) available.  Invitations for 
the BETA Club and Quiz Bowl will be issued soon. 
     Personal Education Plan (PEP) meetings will be held during the last week in September and the first two weeks 
in October.  We look forward to meeting with each of you to discuss your student’s future academic success.  It has 
certainly been a pleasure serving you and your students as we begin this new journey of what is now the Career 
Center High School.  Thanks for your support.     
              ~Debbie Kincaid  

PEP Meetings 

PEP Meetings 

PEP Meetings 


