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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
 We trust that the be-
ginning of the fall and 
the 2013-2014 school 
year finds all of our 
extended school fam-
ily in good health and 
positive spirit. As we 
reflect upon the first 
nine weeks of school, 
I encourage all par-
ents, guardians, and 

students to discuss the personal success and 
areas of improvement each student should 
direct him/herself towards as we continue 
forward into the school year.  As principal, I 
am highly impressed with the behavior, re-
spect and enthusiasm of all of our students. 
Our teachers are dedicated professionals 
and strong student advocates. Each facul-
ty and staff member provides personalized 
learning opportunities for their students and 
each day expect the same from their classes.

 If there is an area that we need to ask  
for your assistance, it would be to help us 
to monitor student attendance. We have a 
small number of students who missed nu-
merous class periods or the entire school 
day.  Please encourage your son or daugh-
ter to be at school and in all classes each day. 
Maturity and trust are major qualities that 
we count upon within the student body. We 
expect every student to be in their assigned 
high school, college classes, and lab classes. 

 Personally, I wish to thank all 
CCCMC shareholders for their support of 
our school. May you and your family con-
tinue to be blessed throughout the harvest 
season, and please contact our school or 
me personally if we can assist in any way.

Sincerely,

Brian Suddreth 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOVEMBER
4th - Progress Report Period Ends
7th - Beta Club Induction
11th - Veterans Day - No School
12th - Progress Reports Sent Home
15th- Bo’s Family Fundraiser Night
27th - December 1st - Thanksgiving Break

DECEMBER
9th - 16th - CCC&TI Final Exams
11th - 17th - CCCMC Final Exams
17th - 9-Week Grading Period Ends
18th - January 5th - Christmas Break

JANUARY
10th - Report Cards Sent Home
17th - Early Release Day
20th - Martin Luther King, Jr Day
21st - Limited Transportation Day
23rd - Senior Cap & Gown Pictures
31st - Progress Report Period Ends

FEBRUARY
7th - Progress Reports Sent Home
21st - Limited Transportation Day
22nd - Limited Transportation Day

Reported by: Peyton Roberts

Graphic created by: Abiel Trevino-Morin
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Career and Technical Education 
Student Spotlight:
ABIEL TREVINO - MORIN
This quarter’s Career and Technical 

Educational spotlight belongs to Ju-
nior Abiel Trevino - Morin, a highly 

talented member of the Advanced Technolo-
gies Academy. He was recently elected by his 
academy teachers to represent the Advanced 
Technologies Academy at a local meeting 
consisting of business, community and edu-
cational leaders. Abiel was joined by five of 
his classmates as they spoke about their expe-
riences at the Caldwell Career Center Middle 
College. Abiel was excited about the chance 
to be a student leader and to practice his pub-
lic speaking skills.

 Abiel was an instrumental part in the 
purchase of the new Digital Media audio 
equipment. His experience in computer hard-
ware and audio equipment was very helpful 
in choosing which pieces of equipment to pur-
chase. The new audio equipment will give the 
Advanced Technologies students a chance for 
some hands-on experience using professional 
audio equipment. Abiel and Tyler Townsend 
received an opportunity to use and showcase 
their talents by using this equipment to DJ 
the PAC Knight Run and Fun Walk.

 Abiel plans to continue his education at 

CCC&TI after graduation. He wants to finish 
his Associates Degree in computers. Then, he 
would like to find a career where he will be 
able to use his knowledge and experience in 
computer hardware.  Abiel has had a great 
time at CCCMC and stated,  “The Middle 
College has given me so many opportunities 
to do things that I never thought I would be 
able to do.”
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PAC Corner
 The Parent Advisory Council (PAC) is designed for par-
ents who want to play an active role and become involved at 
CCCMC. The PAC conducts outreach for students, teachers, 
and services within our school walls. This committee meets 
on the second Monday of every month at 5:30pm in J210 on 
the main floor directly next to the office. This year’s elected 
PAC officers include: 

Rande Robinson- Chairman
Anthony Chucci- Vice Chairman

Volunteer Coordinator- Andrea French
Fundraising Coordinator- Tracy Reece

Secretary- Linda Alexander

 This semester the PAC has been and will continue to be 
involved in fundraising activities for our school.  On October 
5, 2013, the PAC kicked off the year with a 5K Knight Run to 
raise money and community awareness for our school. The 
PAC completely designed and hosted this event, and they 
received outside sponsorship and participants for the race. 

  The next fundraiser will be a Bo’s Entertainment Fam-
ily Night that will be held on November 15th from 6-10pm. 
Tickets are $10 and include unlimited access to Bo’s, exclud-
ing the new laser tag area. Mrs. French will be at the school 
for students to purchase tickets. For more information con-
tact Mrs. Robinson at jrobinson@caldwellschools.com. 

 The final fundraiser will be a raffle drawing for a 
chance to win a chance to attend The Sprint Legends Driv-
ing School at the Charlotte Motor Speedway, which is a 
$495 value. Raffle tickets will be sold by any PAC member 
from now through the end of November. Each ticket costs 
$2. The drawing will take place December 3, 2013, during a 
PAC hosted spaghetti dinner.  Information about time and 
location for the dinner will be available shortly.  As soon as 
information becomes available about the dinner, it will be 
displayed on the PAC website at www.c3mcpac.org or on 
our school website at cc.caldwellschools.com. 

 Parents interested in becoming involved are welcome 
to attend the PAC meetings.  The next meeting will be held 
on November 4th, 2013 at 5:30pm in J210.
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5K Knight Run and Fun Walk
 On Saturday, October 5, 2013, the 2nd annual 5K 
Knight Run was held at Redwood Park from 6:00 - 8:45 p.m. 
Forty-two runners came out to compete, which is double the 
number from last year! The first place winner of the 5K was 
Jose Nunez, a West High School student with a time of 18:59.  
His time is our new fastest record. The Fun Walk was also 
a huge success. Twenty-five persons enjoyed the second an-
nual Fun Walk, which is also double the number from last 
year.

 Various awards and prizes were given out for school 
academies and lucky members that participated in the 
event.  An annual trophy is given away to the academy that 
has the most participants.  This year’s recipient of this pres-
tigious trophy is the Life Science Academy. The trophy will 
stay with Mrs. Root until the next Knight Run. Some of the 
individual prizes that were given away 

 The Advanced Technology academy helped make the 
event a huge success, while having the opportunity to use 
its equipment and showcase the talents of its students. Our 
stupendous DJ’s (DJ Nacho & Tyler Townsend) rocked the 
house! While thumping the heavy duty speaker and raising 
the roof, they made sure to announce every runner who fin-
ished the race. There were two phenomenal photographers 
(Jacob Kincaid & Rachael Robinson) who captured every 
moment and runner as they rushed to the finish line. 

  Overall, the 5K has already exceeded over $500 in 
profit, but money is still coming in. This is already double 
the profit from last year when PAC hosted the race. PAC 
would like to thank the following sponsors for helping make 
the event a success: E-Z Way Auto Sales, Vondrehle Corp., 
Bernardt Furniture, Alray Tire, Comfort First, Coca Cola, 
Mike Johnson’s Toyota, Everett Chevrolet, and Subway of 
Hickory.

 Next year’s Knight Run and Fun Walk is already set 
for October 4, 2014. For any additional information please 
visit the Knight Run’s website at c3mcknightrun.weebly.
com. We look forward to seeing you at the next run!

Article & Photos by: Jacob Kincaid
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SkillsUSA Information
Skills Meeting

 The Career Center Middle College has a rich tradi-
tion of competitive experience participating and excelling 
in the National SkillsUSA competition and we consider 
this organization to be a very important aspect of CCCMC. 
Teachers from the Career Center encourage students to 
participate in SkillsUSA because it is an organization that 
believes in partnership between students, teachers, and in-
dustry to create a skilled American workforce.  The orga-
nization began in 1965 when teachers and students came 
together with a unified mission to properly train future 
generations of students in their career field.  Since the beginning of operation, this or-
ganization has served over 10.5 million individuals and is growing an average of 300,000 
students/advisors per year.  Annually, regional, state, and national competitions are held 
in over 94 occupational and leadership categories.  In order for a student to reach National 
competition, he/she must finish with a first place win at the state level in his/her competi-
tive category. If a student qualifies, he/she will compete at the national level.   Depending 
on the competition, students have the option to work individually or in teams.

 Because of the schools rich history in this organization, we encourage all students to 
become members of SkillsUSA.  Membership has been extended to the end of the month 
and we are asking for 100% participation from our students.  Students have the option to 
become National members for $15 which looks excellent on college applications and schol-
arships.  Anyone can become a national member, and those competing at the local, state, or 
national levels must have this membership.  Students can also opt to become school mem-
bers for $10 each.  If the school has 100% participation, Mr. Suddreth will kiss a farm ani-
mal.  The money we collect from dues pays for any type of Skills activity at school (school 
luncheon, game day, etc). Only Skills members can participate in these special events. Mem-
bership dues also help those students who go to state and national competitions afford to 
go.

 For those interested in competing at the lo-
cal, state, and national levels, the next Skills 
meeting will be help on November 12, 2013 
from 2:30-3:00pm.  Attendance is important 
because Skills school officers will be elected 
and students will be working on competi-
tion products.  If you want to compete, you 
must attend ALL meets unless it is cleared 
with Mrs. Parker.  Regional competition will 
be held at Wilkes Community College on  
February 28, 2013.
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SkillsUSA Information
Asheville Leadership Conference

 Twelve students from CCCMC had the oppor-
tunity to attend a day long SkillsUSA Leadership 
Conference in Asheville, NC on October 8, 2013. Each 
student was selected by his/her teacher(s) to partic-
ipate in leadership activities and to further develop 
his/her social and interpersonal skills needed in the 
competitive workforce.  

   CCCMC students learned a variety interperson-
al skills that will better enhance their employability 
skills and first impressions they provide for individu-
als and employers. Students learned how to introduce 
themselves and greet someone properly. Additional-
ly, they also learned the appropriate manner in which 
to handshake.  Sophomore Zach Houston stated, ““I 
learned the importance of a good hand shake and the 
impression it can leave.”  Students viewed how to 
make positive, good first impressions and how to talk 
to others in a professional setting.   

            As always, CCCMC understands the importance 
of teaching our students interpersonal skills as part 
of developing the whole child into a successful adult 
who is prepared for the 21st century workforce. 

 Students who attended leadership conference 
include: Katilin Bennett, Will Blevins, Mack Coffey, 
Michael Craig, Jordan Dotson, Kristen Hefner, Zack 
Houston, Ethan King, Michael Lackey, Brooklyn Mc-
Call, Jordae Perkins-Hood, Whitney Price, Hailey 
Jensen and Brad Proffit.

SkillsUSA members meet monthly to prepare for competition.

Reported by: Sarah Malicoat & Keegan Matheson

Club News
BETA CLUB

 The Beta Club is in the process 
of getting ready to receive its new 
2013-2014 members. The Beta Club 
induction is Thursday, November 
7, 2013 at the Broyhill Civic Center 
at 6pm. The founding principles of 
this club are to promote the ideals 
of academic achievement, character, 
service, and leadership amongst our 
students. Beta Club membership 
is through invitation only and stu-
dents interested must the meet aca-
demic requirements of a 3.2 G.P.A. 
to be even considered for this club. 
Additionally, during the club year, 
Beta Club students must partici-
pate in ten hours of volunteer ser-
vice that focuses on helping local 
community organizations such as 
Hospice, Habitat for Humanity, The 
Caldwell County Crisis Pregnancy 
Center, and assisting with various 
canned-food drives. There is a $20 
fee for first time members and a $5 
fee every year thereafter. 

ATHLETICS CLUB
 CCCMC has a new club for 
sports enthusiasts!  The Athletics 
Club meets every Thursday after 
school from 2:30-3:30p.m. Anyone 
who is interested in joining this club 
should stop by and see Mr. Roberts 
in Rm. 220C to sign up. Students 
will need to wear appropriate ath-
letic clothing and tennis shoes to 
participate. There are no dues for 
this club, so this is a free, fun way 
to show off your athletic skills with 
some of your peers!  If you are inter-
ested, see Mr. Roberts today!
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Reported by: Sara James

The Academy of Advanced Technologies
 The Academy of Advanced Technologies (AT) is comprised of three gadget-crazed teach-
ers to meet with the growing demands of 21st century skills.  Mr. Myers, Mrs. Ramsey, and Ms. 
Poole work as a team to conquer this highly technical computer-driven curriculum to teach 
students valuable skills they will need in the workplace.

    Various certifications are available to students who become proficient in many A.T. courses, 
which are industry-recognized standards that will make students more employable. There is 
a global need for people highly skilled in Microsoft technologies, and Microsoft Certifications. 
These are the credentials students need to impress employers.

  Mr. Myers is currently in charge of two courses: Foundations of I.T. and Digital Media.  
Foundations of I.T. students have been learning about career paths in the technology field and 
have thought critically about their personality in relation to job compatibility.  Digital Media 
students are learning about Photoshop and animations.

  Mrs. Ramsey is in charge of CIS 110 this semester. Her students have been learning about 
the components of Microsoft Office 2010, a software program.  Additionally, students have 
been learning about the hardware of a computer. They have been dismantling and reassem-
bling computers as part of a hands on learning environment.  In the process of dissecting these 
technological guts, students had to learn each of the components inside the computer and 
their purposes. 

  Ms. Poole is teaching Microsoft A this semester. Her students are currently working to-
wards certifications in Microsoft Word and PowerPoint 2010.  All of her  students are currently 
certified in Word and already 25% have received certification thus far in PowerPoint. Mrs. 
Poole is also teaching a programing class. 

Jackie working on an animation. Andrew creating a robot for a video. Will & Ashley working on a group project.
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The Academy of Engineering
 The Academy of Engineering has been busy developing its critical thinking and problem 
solving skills needed to be successful in the competitive field of engineering. Mrs. Parker is 
teaching two college courses, ELN232 and ELN133 (also known as Digital Electronics). She is 
also teaching other courses: Introduction to Engineering (I.E.D.), and Engineering Design and 
Development (E.D.D).

 Mrs. Parker’s sophomore students have just finished ELN133 college course and are 
now working to complete ELN 232.  When her students have completed both courses success-
fully, her students will receive eight college credits.  These courses demand extensive amounts 
of time and dedication on the part of the student.  Students are currently learning how to pro-
gram on seven segment displays.  To demonstrate their learning, students must learn to input 
their birthdays and get them to light up on a breadboard.  

 In Mrs. Parker’s Introduction to Engineering (I.E.D), students are learning to use Au-
todesk, a major program used by most engineers.  This software allows students to create and 
manipulate a 3D object on the screen that will print out on a 3D printer.  Through this process, 
students have constructed 3D puzzles, a toy car, and a button maker.  They have also learned 
to create and maintain an engineering notebook. 

 Mrs. Parker is also teaching a course called Engineering Design and Development 
(E.D.D.), which is a senior capstone course in which students must create a unique design 
during the course of their senior project. There are several interesting projects going on with 
the senior class. One includes a cup holder for farm equipment that is large enough to hold a 
Gatorade for those long hours in the field.  Another project includes the creation of a collaps-
ible basketball hoop. Yet another group is creating a multi-tool that will function as a dual 
hammer and screw driver.  These seniors are definitely showing what it takes to be an engi-
neer!  Keep up the awesome work! Reported by: Jared Schroth

A 3D Modeling project. A student drawing a 3D element. The Engineering button maker.
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The Academy of Life Sciences
 The Life Science Academy is designed for students who have an interest in health-re-
lated fields and is led by Mrs. Root. Over the past few months, the students in this academy 
have been working hard on their classwork and projects.  Mrs. Root is teaching two classes this 
semester: Biomedical Innovations and Human Body Systems. 

 In the Biomedical Innovations class, senior students have been extremely busy conducting 
vast quantities of research and lab experiments to complete three major projects during the 
course of the nine weeks.  Students designed an emergency room and learned how to address 
medical emergencies. Additionally, they have conducted a forensic autopsy of a fetal pig in 
hopes of learning more about the process of a human autopsy. Since pig anatomy is very sim-
ilar to human anatomy, the autopsy process is quite similar in nature: organs were extracted, 
weighed, and anomalies were identified to determine the cause of death, much like a human 
autopsy. These ambitious students also had to participate in a case study of an accidental 
death. Students were required to determine the cause of death, generate an autopsy report, 
and produce medical history forms to illustrate the cause of death.

 The Human Body Systems (HBS) course is comprised of sophomore students who ex-
amine the interactions of the human body systems as they explore identity, power, movement, 
protection, and homeostasis. Students design experiments, investigate the structures and func-
tions of the human body, and use data acquisition software to monitor body functions such 
as muscle movement, reflex and voluntary action, and respiration. Currently the students in 
HBS have learned to identify the different functions within the body. Students learned how to 
determine a human’s height, gender, age, and race by observing the bone structure. To under-
stand just how the eyes function, students have dissected eyes, and completed many visual 
tests to understand why people cannot see clearly. Additionally, students have done research 
on the nerves and how the reflexes work.  

 This academy has been very busy, but all this hard work will pay off when these stu-
dents are better prepared for college and workforce of the 21st century!

Reported by: Tyler Holland

The new skeleton purchased by Lowes. A student taking an inside look of a pig. Ethan & Kimberly enjoying dissection.
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New Teachers At CCCMC
 CCCMC proudly welcomes three new members to our faculty to fulfill desperately 
needed positions in our building. Savannah Smith, Nicole West, and Andrew Pitts each bring 
new ideas and even more creativity to enhance 21st Century skills needed for the ever-chang-
ing business world.

 Mrs. Savannah Smith is a 2012 graduate of Appalachian State University and has a ma-
jor in Spanish Education and a minor in Applied Linguistics/Teaching English as a Second 
Language. Currently, she is teaching Spanish I-II split classes that are composed of mostly 
freshmen and sophomore students. This is her first year teaching in Caldwell County, but her 
second year teaching overall. Her hobbies include reading, playing video games, spending 
time with her husband, and traveling.  In fact, Mrs. Smith enjoys travel so much that she has 
quickly emerged as a key leader to assist students with international endeavors and travel 
to make students of CCCMC global citizens.  She has organized the Global Student Am-
bassadors club that focuses on international travel. Mrs. Smith has a great trip and learning 
opportunity planned for June 2014. Interested students are taking a long flight to France and 
Spain. Although it is too late to sign up for the trip, there will be other opportunities for trav-
el in 2015. The 2015 trips include a June China trip and another trip to Germany, Italy, and 
Switzerland in July. Sign up now for these upcoming trips reserve your spot for those fun, 
educational travels. 

 Ms. Nicole West is a Lenoir Rhyne graduate with a degree in History and has served 
Caldwell County Schools for four years, but has taught eight years overall.  She currently 
works to lead and guide students through NCVPS Blackboard and Moodle online courses 
at the Career Center.  It is through her job that students have a wide plethora of choices in 
choosing elective courses to help complete their high school coursework.  Of her many roles, 
Ms. West functions as the liaison between teachers of these online courses and the students 
who are enrolled in them. She also serves as an academic tutor as needed to clarify online 
assignments or re-teach a skill or lesson in which the students struggle. The students are very 
grateful for her. Ms. Smith In addition to serving as lab facilitator, she is also a testing admin-
istrator for CCCMC.  When she is not at school, Ms. West enjoys spending time with her four 
children and keeps them involved with soccer, cheerleading, basketball, library trips, and 
park visits.  Ms. Smith is a painter, sewer, and crafter who loves to cook.

 Mr. Andrew Pitts comes to CCCMC as a first year teacher who is a graduate of Appa-
lachian State University with a degree in English Secondary Education.  Currently, he teach-
es English III and English IV and has the seniors heavily involved in the construction and 
completion of their senior projects. When Mr. Pitts is not teaching, he enjoys photography, 
videography, and martial arts.  In the future, he is considering starting a photography or vide-
ography club with the proper funding and resources.  Thus far, Mr. Pitts has enjoyed working 
with students and enjoys the atmosphere and overall environment here at C3MC!  

 We are proud of all our new teachers and are excited what they bring to CCCMC!  
Reported by: Isaiah Gayheart
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9th Grade: Set Your Sights
- Take challenging courses

- Concentrate on making good grades

- Meet with your school counselor

- Create a CFNC account

- Explore career interests

10th Grade: Keep Focus
- Pursue extracurricular interests

- Review goals with your counselor

- Update CFNC planner

- Take PSAT

- Learn about and visit colleges

11th Grade: Critical Year for Success
- Review your academic plan with your  
 counselor

- Get schedules for college entrance and  
 placement tests

- Take PSAT in the Fall

- Prepare to take ACT and SAT in the  
 Spring

- Update CFNC planner

- Check entrance requirements for  
 colleges that interest you

- Attend college fairs and financial aid  
 workshops

- Research scholarships, grants, and loans

- Narrow your list of colleges

- Look into internships

12th Grade: Do NOT Let Up
- Review courses, graduation require 
 ments, and scholarships with your  
 counselor

- Update CFNC planner

- Select three to five colleges in which to  
 apply

- Track application deadlines for colleges  
 and scholarships

- Prepare to work on applications early

- In person, fill out transcript request in  
 the CCCMC office and at CCC&TI (this  
 year electronic transcripts are not avail  
 able yet, so you must request transcripts  
 IN PERSON)

- Participate in Senior Night, College Ap 
 plication Week, and Financial Aid Night

- Check with colleges for scholarships  
 and financial aid

- Apply for FAFSA starting January 1st 

- Make sure your final transcript is sent  
 to your college

Guidance Counselor News
Mrs. Griffith

Yearly Checklist for College
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Register for the ACT and SAT 
through their websites:
-ACT –  www.actstudent.org

Next test: December 14th – Register by  
November 8th

-SAT –  www.collegeboard.org

Next test: December 7th – Register by  
November 8th

PSAT Information: Scores 
available in Early December
The lowest possible score on each section of 
the PSAT/NMSQT is a 20; the highest is an 
80. To score the test, first, a raw score is  
computed:

• Students receive one point for each  
correct answer, regardless of difficulty.

• For incorrect answers to multiple- 
choice questions, a quarter (1/4) of a point 
is deducted. Nothing is deducted for unan-
swered questions or for incorrect answers to 
student-produced response (grid-in)  
questions.

• Remember: The PSAT/NMSQT is  
developed so that almost all students com-
plete 75 percent of the questions. Approxi-
mately 80 percent of the students reach the 
last question.

• The PSAT/NMSQT point scale of 20 to 
80 is comparable to the SAT point scale of 200 
to 800. A quick way to estimate a compara-

ble SAT score is to add a zero to the end of a 
PSAT/NMSQT score.

Plan Score Report:
The PLAN Student Score Report contains a 
lot of information about your skills, interests, 
plans, and goals.

You can use this information to:

• make sure your remaining high school 
courses are the best ones possible to prepare 
you for college.

• help you consider your options for af-
ter high school.

Your scores are between 1 (the lowest score 
you can receive) and 32 (the highest score 
you can receive). PLAN takes the number 
of questions you got right on each test and 
translates it into a number between 1 and 32.

Next to your scores, you will find the percent 
of students scoring at or below your score. 
This shows you how your scores compare 
to those of students across the country who 
took PLAN.

• See Mrs. Griffith to help you interpret 
your PSAT and PLAN scores and show how 
you can use your scores for college and ca-
reer planning.

For more information, contact: Carrie Griffith 
through e-mail at griffith.cccmc@gmail.com  
or visit her website at

https://sites.google.com/site/cccmcss/

Guidance Counselor News
Mrs. Griffith

Your Testing Information
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Mrs. Smith has been vigorously working with 
her new organization called Global Student 
Ambassadors.  Members of the group were 
chosen based on teacher recommendations 
and travel interest. It is through her support 
that students will have a once in a lifetime op-
portunity to go to Germany or China through 
a veteran educational travel company called 
EF Tours. 

 The trip to China is in June 2015, and 
there are six remaining spots available. The 
cost per student is $2890, but payment plans 
of $148 a month are available.  Included in the 
price of the trip is an all-expense eight day trip 
to Beijing. Students will tour the Great Wall of 
China, visit the Beijing Zoo, journey through 
the Forbidden City, watch an acrobatics show, 
learn about the history of Kung Fu, and so 
much more!  Interested participants should 
contact Mrs. Smith directly.

 The ten day trip to Germany is in July 
2015 and includes a tour of Italy and Switzer-
land.  Currently, eleven of the twenty spots 
are filled for this excursion.  The cost is $3585 
per student, but students can make monthly 
payments of $175 to cover the cost of the tour. 
Students will begin the tour in Germany with 

a visit to the Neuschwanstein Castle, which 
Disneyworld later used as a model for the de-
sign of Cinderella’s castle.  Students will also 
tour Dachau, one of the most notorious con-
centration camps used during World War II. 
They will then tour Munich, the largest city in 
Bavaria.  EF Tours will drive students through 
the Alps to Venice, Italy where they will get 
to spend a day touring this beautiful city. Stu-
dents will visit Lucerne, Switzerland which is 
a little town that looks like it’s straight out of a 
fairy tale. To close this fairy tale tour, students 
will end the trip with a visit to Heidelberg 
Castle before heading home. There are more 
fun things to do along the way on this trip as 
well. 

 The benefits of international travel 
during high school are phenomenal. High 
school students who travel abroad on ed-
ucational tours are globally aware citizens.  
They have increased confidence, motivational 
drive, and adapt readily to new and unfamil-
iar situations. Nearly half maintain a college 
G.P.A. of 3.5-4.0.  Out of these international 
travelers, four out of five students continue 
studying a foreign language in college 

 Each trip is open to any student and 
any of his or her friends and family mem-
bers. There is a $200 discount for anyone who 
enrolls by the end of the month. (The prices 
above include the discount; after the end of 
the month those prices will increase by $200.)  

Reported by: Brooke Huffstetler

Graphic created by: Brooke Huffstetler

Mrs. Smith’s Travels
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 Alexander (Alex) Reece, very ambi-
tious freshman, has been racing since he was 
seven years old.  The nature of his vehicle he 
races has changed, but the dream remains 
constant: Alex one day desires to race for  
NASCAR.

 Alex’s inspiration to race first came from 
his neighbor who was outside cleaning his 
go-kart one afternoon.  Alex and his mother 
asked him what he was doing, and his neigh-
bor responded that he was cleaning the go-
kart for races he was going to compete in over 
the weekend.  Alex and his family attended 
this race as spectators, but Alex left with an 
ambition to race go-karts.  Soon after, Alex’s 
dad bought a go-kart and did some racing 
himself to make sure it would be safe for Alex, 
a six-year old at the time.  When Alex turned 
seven, he received his own go-cart and started 
racing. 

 Since the early days of racing, Alex has 
achieved many goals and traveled to and 
raced on different speedways throughout 
North Carolina.  Amongst the tracks he has 
traveled include Concord Motor Speedway, 
Rockingham Speedway, and Charlotte Motor 
Speedway.  In his lifetime, he has won rough-
ly fifty competitions, racing go-karts and Ban-
doleros. His race season spans from March 

1st-October 1st each year, and he races every 
Friday and Saturday during racing season.   

 Alex understands what it takes to race 
and encourages others to fulfill their lives am-
bitions. He said, “I like racing because it’s just 
something I can do to relieve stress, and I love 
the adrenaline rushing through my body. You 
can spend time with a bunch of other people 
who love the same profession as you.” In his 
interview, he also discussed the talent and 
skill it takes to successfully race.  Although 
racers have to have lightning-quick reflexes, 
he feels that much of racing requires great 
mental stamina and states, “You have to have 
the need for speed and you need to be able to 
handle a lot of stress and pressure.” He also 
said that sponsorship makes racing a reality 
because it helps pay for gas, tires, and wreck 
damage among other things. 

 Alex is an inspiration to students who 
have and who want to work towards fulfilling 
their dreams. He is a visionary who is contin-
ually perfecting his craft to be a better racer.  
He also sets and fulfills goals. He is already 
thinking about next season’s races and plans 
to drive a Legend Car. Alex eventually would 
love to drive for NASCAR.

Reported by: Olivia McNeil

A Freshman with an Interesting Talent

We wish you all the best, Alex!
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