Based on the announcement from Governor Cooper on July 14, 2020, Caldwell County Schools will open the
2020-2021 school year under Plan B, Moderate Social Distancing.
This guide provides details related to Caldwell County Schools Plan B. It contains the following sections:
● Options for students
● Safety protocols
● Child nutrition
● Transportation
● Child care
● Options for staff

Options for Students
Students will have the option to attend school in 1) a hybrid format, attending school for a portion of the week
and participating remotely for a portion of the week, or 2) a fully virtual option, Caldwell Connect. There is a
registration form for Caldwell Connect. Families wanting to enroll their student in Caldwell Connect will need to
see the Caldwell Connect section and visit the Caldwell Connect website to complete the registration form.

PreKindergarten
Students in PreK will be served Monday through Friday each week at their designated school. Caldwell
County Schools’ PreK Department has developed protocol for students and staff to follow. This protocol will be
shared with parents of PreK students.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

All PreK will attend
face to face
instruction.

All PreK will attend
face to face
instruction.

All PreK will attend
face to face
instruction.

All PreK will attend
face to face
instruction.

All PreK will attend
face to face
instruction.

Kindergarten and First Grade
Students in Kindergarten and First Grade will attend their assigned school four days a week, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday each week. Wednesday will be a remote learning day where students will not
attend school face to face yet will work on assignments given by their teacher.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

All Kindergarten
and First graders
will attend face to
face instruction.

All Kindergarten
and First graders
will attend face to
face instruction.

Remote Learning
(No face to face
instruction in the
school building)

All Kindergarten
and First graders
will attend face to
face instruction.

All Kindergarten
and First graders
will attend face to
face instruction.

Second Grade through Eighth Grade
Students in Second Grade, Third Grade, Fourth Grade, Fifth Grade, Sixth Grade, Seventh Grade, and Eighth
Grade will participate in a hybrid model including both face to face instruction and remote instruction. Students
will attend school two days a week and then work remotely three days each week.
Students will be split into two groups - Group A and Group B. Students will be divided into groups by their last
name. The goal of the school district is to keep all students within a family or living at the same address on the
same schedule (A or B). If students within a family are not assigned to the same group, a process will be
available to request that all students within the family unit or living at the same address be assigned to the
same group to assist with child care.
To the greatest extent possible, students with disabilities will be served on a schedule consistent with their
non-disabled peers. These students present with unique needs and circumstances which will be taken into
consideration and addressed, as needed, through dialogue between the school team, the student’s parent(s)
and, when appropriate, the student. Determinations made through this dialogue will be reflected in the
student’s individual plan. Students benefiting from instruction based on Extensions to the NC Standard Course
of Study and the Occupational Course of Study will be provided opportunities to attend in-person instruction
more often than their non-disabled peers.
Group

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Group A
(Students with
last name A-L)

Face to Face
Instruction

Face to Face
Instruction

Remote
Learning

Remote
Learning

Remote
Learning

Group B
(Students with
last name M-Z)

Remote
Learning

Remote
Learning

Remote
Learning

Face to Face
Instruction

Face to Face
Instruction

High School
Students in traditional settings for grades 9 through 12 will participate in a hybrid model including both face to
face instruction and remote instruction. Students will attend school two days a week and then work remotely
three days each week. High school students will transition to all of their four classes each day. Students at
Caldwell Applied Sciences Academy and Caldwell Early College High School will follow the guidelines listed
below.
Students will be split into two groups - Group A and Group B. Students will be divided into groups by their last
name. The goal of the school district is to keep all students within a family or living at the same address on the
same schedule (A or B). If students within a family are not assigned to the same group, a process will be
available to request that all students within the family unit or living at the same address be assigned to the
same group to assist with child care.
To the greatest extent possible, students with disabilities will be served on a schedule consistent with their
non-disabled peers. These students present with unique needs and circumstances which will be taken into
consideration and addressed, as needed, through dialogue between the school team, the student’s parent(s)
and, when appropriate, the student. Determinations made through this dialogue will be reflected in the
student’s individual plan. Students benefiting from instruction based in Extensions to the NC Standard Course
of Study and the Occupational Course of Study will be provided opportunities to attend in-person instruction
more often than their non-disabled peers.
Concerning high school athletics, Caldwell County Schools will follow guidance issued by the North Carolina
High School Athletic Association.
Group

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Group A
(Students with
last name A-L)

Face to Face
Instruction

Face to Face
Instruction

Remote
Learning

Remote
Learning

Remote
Learning

Group B
(Students with
last name M-Z)

Remote
Learning

Remote
Learning

Remote
Learning

Face to Face
Instruction

Face to Face
Instruction

Caldwell Applied Sciences Academy and Caldwell Early College High School
Students in Cooperative Innovative High School settings for grades 9 through 13 will participate in a hybrid
model including both face to face instruction and remote instruction. Students will attend school two days a
week and then work remotely three days each week. Students will follow the schedule of Caldwell Community
College and Technical Institute.
Students will be split into two groups - Group A and Group B. Students will be divided into groups by their
college course assignments and course availability. Student attendance in a college class may be required on

a scheduled remote learning day. Students will be notified of their group assignment no later than Wednesday,
August 5.
Group

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Group A

Face to Face
Instruction

Remote
Learning

Face to Face
Instruction

Remote
Learning

Remote
Learning

Group B

Remote
Learning

Face to Face
Instruction

Remote
Learning

Face to Face
Instruction

Remote
Learning

Caldwell Connect
Caldwell Connect is a fully virtual learning opportunity for students in grades K-12.
Students who choose Caldwell Connect will participate in an online learning environment
taught by Caldwell County Schools teachers. Students will participate in live, real time
whole group learning (synchronous) and small group learning as well as working
independently (asynchronous) to complete grade level work. Online learning will allow for
some flexibility in a rigorous and innovative environment. Students choosing this option
will not report to a school building for instruction as all instruction is online.
Students and families will need to register to attend Caldwell Connect for 2020-2021. The registration period
will be July 21 through July 31, 2020. All classes will be aligned to the North Carolina Standard Course of
Study and include all core content areas: English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.
Some elective classes will be offered.
Due to the nature of online learning, students and families will be asked to commit to Caldwell Connect for a
certain period of time. Elementary students (grades K-5) will need to commit for 9 weeks at a time, and middle
and high school students (grades 6-12) will need to commit for 18 weeks at a time (one semester).
Please consult the website for Caldwell Connect for additional information, the registration form for Caldwell
Connect, and a Frequently Asked Questions document. Students enrolled in Caldwell Connect will participate
in virtual learning Monday through Friday.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Virtual Learning

Virtual Learning

Virtual Learning

Virtual Learning

Virtual Learning

Safety Protocols
Caldwell County Schools will follow the safety protocol as outlined in the StrongSchoolsNC Public Health
Toolkit (K-12). The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction has released a document, Lighting Our
Way Forward, to assist schools in preparing and planning for the return of students.

Entering the School Building
As part of the safety protocol, everyone, including students and staff, will be monitored for symptoms of
COVID-19 prior to entering the school building. Screenings will consist of a set of questions to be answered
and then a temperature check. Questions for elementary students can be found here (Spanish Version).
Questions for middle school students, high school students, and anyone else entering the school building are
here (Spanish version). A fever is determined by a measured temperature of 100.4 F or greater.
Following guidelines as listed in the Public Health Toolkit and CDC guidance, if a student or staff member has
tested positive for or are showing COVID-19 symptoms or has recently had close contact with a person with
COVID-19, he/she must stay home. Students would be able to work remotely during their time at home. Staff
options are listed in the Options for Staff section.

While in the School Building
Social distancing, keeping space between yourself and other people outside your home, is a key tool to
decrease the spread of COVID-19. Students and staff will be required to maintain 6 feet of distance from
others. Under Plan B, schools will serve a portion of the school population each day in order to be able to
maintain the 6 feet of social distancing.
When in classrooms, students will be spaced 6 feet apart. Floor markings will be used in the hallways to
denote appropriate social distancing to assist students in maintaining the 6 feet physical distancing. When
possible, hallways will be designated as one-way. There will be no assemblies, field trips, or other activities
that do not allow for social distancing. Teachers will limit the sharing of personal items and supplies such as
writing utensils. Students’ personal items will be kept separate and in individually labeled cubbies, containers,
or lockers. Shared materials will be disinfected between use. When possible, classes or portions of classes
will be held outside, still following social distancing guidelines.
Cloth face coverings must be worn when individuals are or may be within 6 feet of another person inside
school buildings, on buses or other transportation services, and anywhere on school grounds, including
outside. Schools will provide students with a five (5) day supply of face coverings. For additional information
regarding face coverings, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services released guidance on
June 30, 2020. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) has released guidance on wearing and removing cloth
face masks and the use of cloth face coverings.
Schools will make frequent announcements reminding students to maintain physical distance and practice

good hygiene. In addition, signage will be posted in schools to remind students of hand washing protocol and
social distancing. Staff members will teach and reinforce hand washing with soap and water for at least 20
seconds and/or the use of hand sanitizer by staff and older students. Schools will adhere to strict cleaning and
disinfecting routines between activities and use of common spaces by multiple individuals. Each school will
have hand sanitizer at each school entrance and exit, in the cafeteria, and in every classroom for safe use by
older students and staff.
Following guidelines as stated in the Public Health Toolkit, each school will have a designated space for
symptomatic individuals. If an individual becomes symptomatic while at school, the school administration will
immediately isolate the individual in the designated area and send the person home to continue isolating. The
symptomatic individual will be required to wear a face covering or surgical mask while waiting to leave the
school. The individual will not be allowed to return to school until the person has 1) had a negative COVID-19
test, no fever, and have felt well for 24 hours; 2) received confirmation of an alternative diagnosis from a health
care provider to explain the symptoms, no fever, and have felt well for 24 hours; or 3) has been diagnosed or
symptomatic and can answer YES to the following questions:
● Has it been at least 10 days since the individual first had symptoms?
● Has it been at least 3 days since the individual had a fever (without the use of fever reducing
medication)?
● Has it been at least 3 days since the individual’s symptoms have improved, including coughing
and shortness of breath?
If a person with COVID-19 was in the school while infectious, Caldwell County Schools will work with the
Caldwell County Health Department to notify staff and families while maintaining confidentiality in accordance
with FERPA, North Carolina General Statute, and all other state and federal laws.

Child Nutrition
Caldwell County Schools will provide meals for students on the face to face instruction days as well as offer
opportunities for students for the remote learning days. While in school, students in PreK, Kindergarten, and
First Grade will be offered both breakfast and lunch and these will be delivered to the classroom for these
grade levels. Students in grades second through fifth will be offered breakfast in the classroom. For lunch,
these students will go to the cafeteria to pick up their food and then return to the classroom to eat. Middle
school students will be offered breakfast in the classroom and then for lunch, these students will go to the
cafeteria to pick up their food. High school students will go to the cafeteria for both breakfast and lunch to pick
up their food.
For remote learning day options, CCS Child Nutrition will offer a curbside pick up option on Wednesdays from
11:00am to 1:00pm and from 4:00pm to 6:00pm. Due to guidelines from the federal government, students will
have to provide their name and will be charged if they are not on free and reduced lunch. For students who
qualify for free and reduced lunch and ride the bus home, these students will carry their food with them on the
bus on Tuesday afternoon (Group A) or Friday afternoon (Group B). If federal guidelines change and the
district were able to expand services for meals, Caldwell County Schools will notify families.

For students who choose to enroll in Caldwell Connect, they can pick up their food at the curbside site on
Wednesdays.

Transportation
Transportation will run routes as normal with the option to do feeder pattern busing if needed to assist in
serving students. All students riding buses will be required to wear face coverings. There will be one student
per seat with the exception of siblings or those living in the same house. Buses will be sanitized after each
run, in the morning and in the afternoon.

Child Care
The Caldwell County Schools WrapAround program will operate both a before/after school option (6:30am –
5:30pm) and a full day option (6:30am – 5:30pm) for students. Parents who wish to enroll their child in either
or both options will need to visit the WrapAround website for more information and registration information.
WrapAround will offer Before/After school care at these thirteen (13) schools Mon/Tue or Thu/Fri:
○ Baton Elementary
○ Hudson Elementary
○ Collettsville
○ Hudson Middle
○ Davenport A+ Elementary
○ Lower Creek Elementary
○ Dudley Shoals Elementary
○ Sawmills Elementary
○ Gamewell Elementary
○ Valmead Elementary
○ Granite Falls Elementary
○ Whitnel Elementary
○ Happy Valley
WrapAround will offer Full Day care for the Remote Learning Days at these seven (7) schools Mon/Tue or
Thu/Fri:
○ Baton Elementary
○ Hudson Elementary
○ Davenport A+ Elementary
○ Hudson Middle
○ Gamewell Elementary
○ Lower Creek Elementary
○ Granite Falls Elementary
WrapAround will offer care on Wednesdays from 6:30am – 12:00pm at these seven (7) schools:
○ Baton Elementary
○ Hudson Elementary
○ Davenport A+ Elementary
○ Hudson Middle
○ Gamewell Elementary
○ Lower Creek Elementary
○ Granite Falls Elementary
For cleaning and sanitizing of WrapAround areas, WrapAround Full Day care will close on Wednesdays at
noon. On Full Days, CCS Child Nutrition will offer options for breakfast and lunch to students enrolled in
WrapAround or parents can pack meals for their students.

Options for Staff

